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All City Offices
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(Christmas Eve)

• City Council
Meeting (City Hall,
7:00pm)

• City Council
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7:00pm)
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All City Offices
Closed
(Christmas Day)

Joint Meeting (Civic
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• Parks &
Recreation
Advisory Board
Meeting, (City Hall,
7:00pm)

• Planning & Zoning
Meeting (City Hall,
7:00pm)

• Library Board
Meeting (City Hall,
6:00pm)

• Planning & Zoning
Meeting (City Hall,
7:00pm)

• MEETTING
CANCELED: Flood &
Drainage Committee)
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All City Offices
Closing Early at
3:00pm for the
Holidays

The 2018 Christmas Parade and Tree Lighting will be held on Saturday, December 8, 2018 from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
This year’s theme: The Gift of Time. The parade begins at 4:00 p.m. followed by Veterans Memorial Dedication (5:15pm),
tree lighting, and holiday festivities. The parade will start at 3025 Hickory Tree Road and end at the Balch Springs Civic
Center Complex (12400 Elam Road). Visit www.cityofbalchsprings.com for more details.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARADE AND TREE LIGHTING
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The City of Balch Springs
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• Balch Springs
Christmas Parade
and Tree Lighting
(Civic Center,
4:00pm - 8:00pm)
• Veterans
Memorial
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at 12400 Elam Rd,
Balch Springs, TX)
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NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES

C I T Y S EC R E TA RY

LIBRARY NEWS

The Balch Springs City Council has rescheduled their regular City
Council Meetings for the month December 2018, as follows:
December 3rd and 10th

Amy Young Barrier Removal Program: Provides grants up to $20K
for accessibility modifications and barrier removal

HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
Neighborhood Services and community partners offer no cost
programs to benefit qualified homeowners, renters, veterans,
senior or disabled persons.

Minor Repair and Rehabilitation Program: Corrects code violations
and provides minor home improvements such as replacement or
repair of windows, doors, fences, or tree trimming

The Balch Springs City Council agendas are posted online at the city
website www.cityofbalchsprings.com or contact the City Secretary office
at 972-286-4477 or email cgross@cityofbalchsprings.com

Repair Affair: Utilizes volunteers to provided elderly and disabled
persons assistance with minor exterior home repairs or yard clean
up
Habitat for Humanity – A Brush with Kindness: Provides exterior
home repairs to maintain the integrity and safety and can include:
roofs, paint, siding replacement, porch and front step repair, and
ramp construction
Contact Neighborhood Services online
(https://www.cityofbalchsprings.com/184/NeighborhoodServices)
or call 972-286-4477 ext: 125

DALLAS COUNTY REPLACEMENT HOUSING PROGRAM
The County’s Replacement Housing Program is offered in
the city of Balch Springs, demolishing substandard owneroccupied housing that is too dilapidated to be economically
repaired and replaces it with a brand new home.

VETERANS MEMORIAL PLAZA DEDICATION

Learn more. Attend our application intake day free.
Refreshments provided.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
SHAWN AND KIM RISENER
Neighborhood Pride Winners for
the month of October. We applaud
your efforts to beautify the city.

The Memorial Plaza Dedication, honoring deceased residents of Balch
Springs who served in the Armed Forces, will be held on Saturday
December 8, 2018 at approximately 5:15pm following the Christmas
Parade. The newly built Veterans Memorial Plaza is located at 12400
Elam Road, Balch Springs, 75180. The names of deceased Balch Springs
veterans will continuously be engraved onto the memorial monument.
For information on how to get a Veterans Memorial Engraving Application
please contact Alvester Gibson at agibson@cityofbalchsprings.com or
972-286-4477 x238.

January 29, 2019
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Balch Springs City Hall
(13503 Alexander Road, Balch Springs, TX 75180)

FIRE DEPARTMENT SAFETY TIPS
Heating equipment is a leading cause of home fire deaths. Half of home heating
equipment fires are reported during the months of December, January, and February.
Some simple steps can prevent most heating-related fires from happening.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from heating equipment, like the
furnace, fireplace, wood stove, or portable space heater
Never use your oven to heat your home.
Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed.
Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying into the room.
Ashes should be cool before putting them in a metal container.
Keep the container a safe distance away from your home.
Test smoke alarms at least once a month.

Always remember, we are here to serve! IF you need help testing your smoke detectors or
have questions concerning home fire safety please reach out to us at 972-557-6040.
Stay Safe!
Sean Davis
Fire Marshal - Balch Springs Fire Department

*Please see www.cityofbalchsprings.com for Christmas Parade Lane
Closures and Event Parking Map.

CODE ENFORCEMENT
RECYCLING MATTERS
Drainage Fee? Your Opinion Matters
The City of Balch Springs is seeking your input on the
addition of a storm-water drainage fee being charged to all
residents and businesses in Balch Springs.
Any funds collected would be used exclusively for drainage
related maintenance and infrastructure improvements.
Please provide your input by taking the survey at www.
cityofbalchsprings.com or if you would prefer a paper copy
of the survey, please call
972-286-4477 Ext. 207 and we will provide a copy by mail.

The holidays are fast approaching. DID YOU KNOW that 25% more waste is
generated during the holiday season? Here are some holiday tips:
•
•

Break down your cardboard boxes that arrive with those special deliveries,
making sure to peel off and throw away labels and any plastic tape
Used paper plates and utensils should go in the trash, not the recycle bin
because food is one of the worst contaminants in the paper recycle process

For these and more useful holiday tips, please visit takecareoftexas.org
Have a joyful holiday season and remember: Our Earth cannot be recycled.

CITY OF BALCH SPRINGS
13503 Alexander Rd., Balch Springs, TX
www.cityofbalchsprings.com
Ph #: (972) 286-4477

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS SPOTLIGHTS
The BRE (Business Retention Expansion) program in Balch
Springs is coordinated and implemented through the Economic
Development Department. The Balch Springs Economic
Development Department has made great strides on growing
and expanding the BRE program. For the past four fiscal years,
Economic Development has contracted in partnership with the
Balch Springs Chamber of Commerce to facilitate the program.
The BRE Team visited the following companies; Prosperity Bank,
Taco Cabana and Smiley Dental.
Prosperity Bank – The BRE Team
met with Branch Manager Lori
Trujillo. The Balch Springs branch
located at 3636 Shepherd Lane is
one of 234 locations. The 11,025sf bank sits on about 6 acres.
Prosperity Bank provides financial
services including online & mobile banking, investment services,
small business (SBA) and commercial loans, mortgage services,
retail brokerage services, cash management, as well as traditional
consumer services. For more information about the banking
services visit the Prosperity Bank website at prosperitybankusa.
com/locbalch-springs.aspx or call 972-286-5452.
Smiley Dental & Orthodontics - The
BRE Team met with Smiley Dental
& Orthodontics office manager
Elizabeth Almaraz. Smiley Dental is
located at 3624 Shepherd Lane and
employs 12 employees at the Balch
Springs location. The 2,665 SF
office is one of 16 DFW locations. Smiley Dental offers complete
family, pediatric, and cosmetic dental services. Smiley Dental
also specializes in endodontic therapy (root canal treatment) and

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TYPE A SELLS LAND
TO LDG DEVELOPMENT
On October 30,
2018 the Balch
Springs Industrial
& Economic
Development Type
A Board sold 18.713
acres of land to
LDG Development. The 220-unit multifamily property is located
on the South East corner of South Beltline Road and Lasater
Road. The Economic Development Staff along with City Manager
Susan Cluse has been working with LDG Development to make
this development transpire. The City of Balch Springs needs
quality workforce affordable housing to spur further growth to the
City. This $34 million development is expected to assist with the
growth and will bring 5 acres of much needed retail to the area.

oral surgery (wisdom teeth, simple and complex extractions.)
For more information or to schedule an appointment please visit
www.smileydental.net or call 972-913-0100.
Taco Cabana - The BRE Team met
with Mayela Torres the General
Manager for the Balch Springs Taco
Cabana. The Balch Springs location
is one of 120 stores and is located
at 1601 Dean Street. Ms. Torres
manages about 27 employees.
Taco Cabana specializes in Mexican-inspired food made fresh
by hand from unique authentic recipes and ingredients. The
restaurant also features open-display cooking, convenient drivethrus, and open-air patio dining. For more information about Taco
Cabana please call 972-557-5454 or visit their website at www.
tacocabana.com.
The BRE Team’s objective is to visit with 12 businesses a year. The
recent businesses that participated in the BRE program: Balch
Springs Middle School, Baseball Nation, Best Promotions, Buddy
Furnace, Comet Signs, Concord Commercial, Dallas Limestone,
Davita Dialysis, Don’s Auto Care, Ferguson Waterworks, Gamez
Pallet, GDL Masonry, I-20 Beverage, JM & R Body Works, Kroger,
La Carreta Meat Market, Martin Marietta (TXI), McDonalds,
Mesquite ISD, Quick Trip, Premier Soccer, Progressive Auto
Care, Sleepers to Sneakers Day Care, Space Maker Designs,
Suddenlink, Texas Best Smokehouse, Texas Truck A/C, Tyler Boy
Wrecker Service and Walmart.
If you would like to have the BRE team visit your business please
contact Effie Donaldson, Economic Development Administrative
Services Manager at 972-913-3004 or edonaldson@
cityofbalchsprings.com.

The controlled gated community amenities will include a
swimming pool, children’s playscape, a community area which
will have a gazebo with grills and picnic tables, equipped fitness
center, equipped business center, furnished community room,
library with accessible sitting areas, and a health screening room.
Each unit will include Energy Star appliances, laundry and dryer
hook ups, fire sprinklers, covered patios and balconies.
LDG Development is an award-winning multi-family housing
developer and owner whose passion for affordable housing
is evident in the gold-star quality of their apartment homes.
They have developed over 8,000 units in Kentucky, Georgia,
Tennessee, Indiana, Virginia, Kansas, Texas, and Louisiana. LDG’s
mission is to give hard-working families and active seniors a
community where they can thrive.
LDG Development started construction in November and should
be completed late 2020.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
TEDC HONORS BALCH SPRINGS WITH
COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARD
The Texas Economic
Development Council (TEDC)
announced the recipients
of its annual Community
Economic Development
Awards (CEDA) for 2018. The
awards were be presented at a special awards luncheon held on
Thursday, October 18th at the TEDC’s Annual Conference at the
Worthington Renaissance Hotel in Fort Worth, Texas
The Community Economic Development Award program
recognizes exceptional contributions of TEDC member cities
toward the economic vitality of their communities and the state
of Texas through creativity, leadership, and partnership in the
achievement of business retention, business recruitment and
community improvement.
		
The CEDA committee received twenty-five applications this
year. Nominees then judged on five criteria: innovativeness,
transferability, community commitment and leverage, measured
objectives, and secondary benefits.
The City of Balch Springs Economic Development Corporations
received a Merit Recognition Award for the 2018 CEDA. Our

community was honored with a plaque that was presented at
the CEDA Luncheon. The Community Development Director
Chris Dyser, ED Administrative Services Mgr. Effie Donaldson and
ED Project Coordinator Linda Highwood attended the awards
luncheon.
“Our Community Economic
Development Award is one
of the ways in which our
organization honors the
excellent work done by our
communities, their leaders,
and their economic development professionals,” noted Tom
Long, 2018 Chair of the Texas Economic Development Council.
“Each community nominated achieved excellence in economic
development and substantially improved the economic base
of their respective regions. The recipient communities in
each population category were recognized for extraordinary
accomplishments in meeting the criteria set forth in the
nomination process.”
The TEDC provides information, education and legislative
services to its members to foster the expansion of existing
businesses, the location of new firms and the development of
strategies that promote a positive business climate in Texas. With
more than 830 members, the TEDC is the largest state economic
development association in the nation.

KBSB 2018 TRASH ROUND UP
On October 20th the City of Balch Springs, Keep Balch Springs Beautiful
and Community Waste Disposal hosted the Balch Springs Fall Trash
Round Up & Extreme Green Event. Residents and businesses were
invited to drop off their bulk, non contractor, items for free. Also available
were paper shredding, electronic recycling and household hazardous
waste collection. The event was a huge success. Over 100 truckloads
of bulk trash, brush and unwanted items were dropped off. Balch
Springs Santa Cop was on hand to collect donations. We would like to
thank everyone who brought in their bulk trash and unwanted items.
Thank you to everyone who donated toys and funds to the Santa Cop
program. Thank you to our sponsors City of Balch Springs, Balch Springs
Economic Development and Community Waste Disposal. The spring
Trash Round Up and Park Revitalization will be held on Saturday April 6th,
2019. Mark your calendars. We’ll need volunteers. Details coming soon.
For questions, please contact KBSB Coordinator, Linda Highwood, at
972.286.4477 x214 or lhighwood@cityofbalchpsrings.com

For more information regarding Economic Development projects in the city of Balch Springs please contact:
Chris Dyser, Community Development Director at
972-286-4477 Ext. 212 or by email at cdyser@Cityofbalchsprings.com
Effie Donaldson, Economic Development Admin. Services Mgr. at
972-286-4477 Ext. 215 or by email at edonaldson@cityofbalchsprings.com
Linda Highwood, Economic Development Project Coordinator at
972-286-4477 Ext. 214 or by email at lhighwood@cityofbalchsprings.com.

