Computer Basics
for Beginners

30 • Library Classes:

Make Your Own
Business Cards

23 • Library Classes: 24

29

Recreation
Board Meeting
(City Hall,
7:00pm)

22 • Parks &

Writing A Business Plan
Meeting
(City Hall, 6:00pm)
• Planning & Zoning Meeting
(City Hall, 7:00pm)

15 • Library Board

26 • City Council
25

Meeting (City
Hall, 7:00pm)

19
18

27 • Ten on Tuesday 28

• EDC (Type A)
Board Meeting
(City Hall, 6:00pm)

20 • Ten on Tuesday 21

• EDC (Type A)
Board Meeting
(City Hall. 6:00pm)
Meeting (City
Hall, 7:00pm)
• Public Hearing
on Balch Springs
City Budget (City
Hall, 7:00pm)

12 • City Council

You can find our Crime Reporting map in
the Public Map Gallery by clicking on the
GIS(Mapping) tab in the city website.
For more information or to provide feedback
please contact Matt Peters at 972-2864477x213 or by email at MPeters@cityofbalchsprings.com.”

11

This online resource is updated monthly and
represents current and historical crime reports.

5

“The City of Balch Springs GIS department has
launched a new interactive map providing our
citizens access to our monthly crime reports.

13 • Ten on Tuesday 14

• EDC (Type B)
Board Meeting
(City Hall, 6:00pm)

8
7
6

TUESDAY
GIS DEPARTMENT: CRIME REPORTING MAPE

4

The 11,913sf two story new motel, located at
2616 Dean Street off of I-635 and Lake June

The new motel is operating under a
franchise agreement granted by Tucker,
Georgia-based Hospitality International,
Inc., exclusive franchisor of the Scottish Inns
and Suites brand. The motel is now part of a
system comprised of more than 300 hotels
and motels.
For more information about the Scottish Inns
and Suites Balch Springs please call 469608-5100 or visit online at www.bookroomsnow.com.

MONDAY

The City of Balch Springs is pleased to
welcome the Scottish Inn & Suites to the City.
The Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting was
held on Wednesday August 3, 2016. Dignitaries and City Staff present for the event included: Mayor Carrie Marshall, Councilmember Wanda Adams, Councilmember Tartisha
Hill, City Manager Susan Cluse, Police Chief
J. Haber, Fire Chief R. Smith, City Secretary
Cindy Gross, Community Development
Staff and Chamber of Commerce President
Alvester Gibson.

Road, has forty two rooms with forty two
parking spaces. The new motel offers spacious rooms furnished with 50” flat screen
TV’s, hair dryers and iron/ironing boards and
free Wi-Fi and local calls.

SUNDAY

Scottish Inn & Suites Ribbon Cutting

• Ten on Tuesday

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

16 • Library Classes: 17

10
• Library Classes:
PowerPoint Class

(City Hall, 7:00pm)

9
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MAYOR MARSHALL’S TOWN TALK
DALLAS MAYOR MIKE RAWLINGS INVITES MAYOR CARRIE J.
MARSHALL INTERFAITH PRAYER SERVICE AND POLICE TRIBUTE
Mayor Mike Rawlings hosted a
special breakfast at One Arts
Plaza on July 12th for Mayors to
attend an Interfaith Service and
Police Tribute. Mayor Rawlings
extended an invitation to Mayor
Carrie J. Marshall, representing
the City of Balch Springs at the
Breakfast, Prayer Service and Police Tribute held at the Morton
H. Meyerson Symphony Center. Mayor Rawlings joined President
Barack Obama, The Honorable George W. Bush, Chief David
Brown, DART Chief J.D. Spiller, U.S. Representative Eddie Bernice
Johnson and Senator John Cornyn honoring fallen officers and their
families.

I was seated with Senator Royce West, positioned above the
speaker podium and was close enough to take pictures of President
Barack Obama and wife, The Honorable George W. Bush and wife,
Mayor Rawlings and wife, Chief David Brown and many others.
The lower level of the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center was
filled with a sea of blue, Police Officers in their blue uniforms being
honored for the jobs that they do daily. Everyone! Everyone was on
one accord as each speaker affirmed each other message. They all
spoke of unity and that we are more united than divided and we are
more together than apart.

A sample of pictures taken is featured in this article. Let’s work
together in Balch Springs helping our Police and Families to have a
safer community to live, work and play. Do not
remain silent; if you see something, say something!
Mayor Carrie J. Marshall

POLICE
DEPARTMENT

COMMUNITY ORIENTED
PRIMARY CARE

SAVE
THE DATES

ANIMAL SERVICES

Our Bond Attorney informed us of his recent
conversation with the Office of the Attorney
General. The Office of the Attorney General is taking the position that the proposed
COPC expenditure cannot be financed
under the City’s charter, nor could it be debtfinanced under the general laws of Texas.
Furthermore, as more of an AG policy matter, they will not approve a multi-year debt
obligation to pay for current expenses, as
opposed to a capital expenditure.

The annual Trunk or Treat will be held
on Monday, October 31 from 6pm 8pm at the Balch Springs Recreation
Center located at 4372 Shepherd
Lane. This is a free Community event
that offers a fun, safe alternative to
trick or treating. The entire family will
enjoy a costume contest, music, face
painting, candy, bounce houses,
games and much more. Please
contact the Recreation center at
972-557 6090 for more information.

During the dedication of the animal shelter to the Karen E. Grey Animal Shelter
with the help of Spay Neuter Network and
Merck & Co. 102 dogs and 6 cats were
able to receive affordable vaccinations
and other wellness services. 19 Balch
Springs residents were also able to register their animals at no charge with proof
of a current rabies vaccination. We hope
to have more Pet Health Fairs in the future
so keep an eye on our Facebook page for
updates.
POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Police Department would like to
thank the community for support. I special thanks to Balch Springs Bingo and
Redmen Pomo Tribe #32 stopped by the
police station and donated 6 AR15 Patrol
Rifles. The Department is proud to serve
our community and to continue to make a
Safer Balch Springs. We thank all of you
for your support and thanks for BACKING
THE BLUE.
#balchspringspd
#saferbalchsprings

The Bond Attorney also stated, that as he
fully expected, the Attorney General referred
him to Article 9, Section 4 of the Texas Constitution, which would seem to prohibit the levy
of taxes by the City for “medical and hospital
care to needy inhabitants of the county”.
However, other cities and counties in Texas
have been able to issue tax-secured debt for
hospital/healthcare purposes, notwithstanding Article 9, Section 4.
Bottom-line, however, is that the City will
not be able to issue a $3,000,000 bond as a
one-time payment to Parkland to fund operational expenses.
Regards,
City Manager

KEEP BALCH
SPRINGS BEAUTIFUL
The City of Balch Springs was
awarded the State of Texas Alliance for Recycling Award for
Distinguished Greenscape Project.
Show in the picture are City of Balch
Springs Mayor Carrie Marshall,
Councilmember Wanda Adams, City
Manager Susan Cluse, and Community Waste Disposal representative
Robert Medigovich.

KEEP BALCH
SPRINGS BEAUTIFUL
DID YOU KNOW that Texas is the second most populated state in the nation
and that the population is expected to
double by 2070? That means the need
for more water and more energy as
well as more trash generated. Each
Texan generates 6.5 pounds of trash
each day. If we reduced our household
garbage by 1/3, we could eliminate
over 55 million pounds of garbage.
There are simple steps everyone can
take to conserve water, conserve
energy and reduce waste. For more
information visit the Take Care of Texas
website www.takecareoftexas.org.
Take the Take Care of Texas Pledge
and receive a downloadable certificate
and a free Texas State Parks guide.
For more information on Keep Balch
Springs Beautiful contact KBSB coordinator Linda Highwood at 972-2864477 x214. Let’s preserve our beautiful
Texas for our children, grandchildren
and all generations following. Remember to take the pledge today.

CITY OF
BALCH SPRINGS

PARKS &
RECREATION CENTER

SPECIAL ELECTION – NOVEMBER 8, 2016

Balch Springs Recreation Center
4372 Shepherd lane.
Balch Springs, Texas 75180

The Balch Springs City Council has called
a Special Election for Tuesday, November
8, 2016, for the purpose of amendments
to the Home Rule Charter. A list of the
proposed amendments are available at
City Hall or online at www.cityofbalchsprings.com If you need assistance with
please contact the City Secretary office at
972-286-4477 Ext. 210 or email cgross@
cityofbalchsprings.com

NEIGHBORHOOD
SERVICES

Afterschool Program
Monday - Friday 3pm-6pm
$35 Registration per child $40 week per
child
for more information call (972)557-6090
Our Future Children is serving FREE!!
Dinner for the community children from
3pm-5pm Starting on Monday August 29,
2016
@The Balch Springs Recreation center
ages 2-18 years of age are welcome

DO YOU OWN A RENTAL PROPERTY IN BALCH
SPRINGS?
If so, The City of Balch Springs adopted the
Residential Rental Property Inspection and Registration Program on March 28, 2016. All single
family residential rental units will be required to
be registered with the city on a bi-annual basis
for $25.00 and inspection upon change in tenant.
For more information please contact Sheena
Stracner at 972-286-4477 ext. 125, or email at
sstracner@cityofbalchsprings.com.

MAYOR MARSHALL’S TOWN TALK
WORKSHOPS FOR SEPTEMBER
Sept 9 - PowerPoint - Ace your work and class presentations with an
introduction to Microsoft PowerPoint.
Sept 16 - Writing a Business Plan - Get your goals out of your head
and onto paper.
Sept 23 - Make Your Own Business Cards - Leave your mark with personal or professional business cards (10 free custom cards included!)
Sept 30 - Computer Basics for Beginners - We’ll explore typing, mousing and how to stay safe on the internet.
SEPTEMBER IS LIBRARY CARD SIGN-UP MONTH
Sign-up for a library card in September and have your name put in
a drawing for a $50 gift card to Wal-Mart. Adults and children over
the age of four can receive a card. All you need is a valid ID and piece
of mail with your current mailing address to receive a card. Library
cards are free.
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
Come by the library for a parent and child craft time to celebrate
Hispanic culture. Craft time will be every Saturday from September
17 to October 15 at 1:00pm in the library. We will also host a coloring
contest for children, teens and adults with prizes in each age group.

CITY OF BALCH SPRINGS
13503 Alexander Rd., Balch Springs, TX
Ph #: (972) 286-4477 | www.cityofbalchsprings.com

BANNED BOOK WEEK
Check out our banned books on display in the library from September
26th to October 1st.
LIBRARY DEDICATION
The Balch Springs Library –
Learning Center was dedicated to David and Brenda Haas
on July 30, 2016 for their work
as mayors of Balch Springs,
helping to find support and
secure funding for the future library and then supporting it in subsequent years by hosting an annual fundraising bass tournament. Mr.
and Mrs. Haas are long time members of the community who worked
tirelessly to make Balch Springs a better place to live since moving to
Balch Springs in the 80’s. Speakers at the event were Library Director Sandra Gallion, City Manager Susan Cluse, past Mayor Wayne
Middleton, Fire Chief Randy Smith and Mayor Carrie Marshall who
presented Mr. and Mrs. Haas with a beautifully written proclamation.
Pictured from left to right:
Past Mayor Wayne Middleton, Mayor Carrie Marshall, past Mayor
Brenda Haas, and past Mayor David Haas.

PLEASE DO NOT POLLUTE OUR LOCAL STREAMS!
Did you know that anything that washes into the storm sewer system ends up in our local streams, rivers
and lakes? Unlike the sanitary sewer system this water is not treated and any trash, oils, chemicals or debris
entering the storm sewers flows untreated into our local waterways. Follow these twelve tips to keep our local waterways cleaner and healthier.
“THE DIRTY DOZEN”:
12 TIPS TO PREVENT STORM WATER POLLUTION
• Remember to turn off your sprinklers when it rains to avoid water runoff;
during winter runoff can freeze causing slippery conditions.
• Bag your pet’s waste – don’t just leave it there. Leaving pet waste on the
ground increases public health risks by allowing harmful bacteria and nutrients to wash into the storm drain and eventually into local waterbodies.
• Don’t apply pesticides, fertilizers and herbicides before it rains. Contrary to
popular belief, the rain won’t help to soak these chemicals into the ground; it
will only help create polluted runoff into our local creeks.
• Select native and adapted plants and grasses that are drought and pest
resistant. Native plants require less water, fertilizer, and pesticides. Learn
more about native and adapted plants at www.txsmartscape.com
• Reduce the amount of paved area and increase the amount of vegetated
area in your yard.
• If you change your car’s oil, don’t dump it on the ground or in the storm
drain; dispose of it properly at an oil-recycling center.
• Check your car, boat, or motorcycle for leaks. Clean up spilled fluids with
an absorbent material, don’t rinse the spills into the storm drain.
• Don’t get rid of grass clippings and other yard waste by dumping it or
sweeping it into the storm drain; this will cause depleted oxygen for aquatic
life. Instead, compost your yard waste.
• When washing your car at home, wash with only water or use biodegradable soap and wash it on a lawn or other unpaved surface; better yet take
your car to a professional car wash.
• Don’t get rid of old or unused paint by throwing it down the storm drain;
dispose of paint and other household hazardous waste at recycling facilities.
• Don’t pump your pool water into the storm drain – pool chemicals can be
hazardous to our creek habitats. Whenever possible, drain your pool into
the sanitary sewer system where it can be treated.
• Don’t mess with Texas! Throw litter away in a garbage can, not out your
window.
• Recycle what you can!
This Message is brought to you by the Regional Storm Water Management Program and its Public Education Task Force

